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Introduction

Vocabulary is an important element in learning English and should be the main focus
in the teaching and learning process(Nation, 2019; Sternberg, 2014; Susanto, 2017)Learning
a variety of vocabulary allows individuals to communicate more effectively, achieve their
goals, and expand their opportunities to deepen their understanding of the world. This
theory is supported by Maharini's opinion that vocabulary is an important aspect of
language skills and provides a strong foundation for students' speaking, listening, reading,
and writing abilities. Therefore, it is important to have a good vocabulary to communicate
well in English.

Vocabulary learning is an important part of language learning, so vocabulary
teaching is very important to improve other aspects of the language (Nezhad & Shorkpour,
2012). Teachers prioritize grammar teaching but do not emphasize vocabulary teaching.
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Therefore, learning a foreign language is the process of understanding the vocabulary of the
language. The main source of frustration when speaking a foreign language is the difficulty
in finding the right words to convey your thoughts. The vocabulary a person has is closely
related to their language ability. The more vocabulary you have, the easier it is to
communicate and convey ideas.

Mastering English vocabulary is an important aspect of effective language skills. At
the higher education level, especially in advanced classes such as sixth grade students,
students are expected to have a broad and sufficient vocabulary understanding to support
learning and communication in English. Tangerang University, one of the higher education
institutions in Indonesia, also faces challenges in securing vocabulary. Students have
sufficient vocabulary.

Vocabulary learning helps students learn and memorize words when learning a
foreign language. By using semantic learning techniques for different vocabulary items,
students can improve their vocabulary learning ability. It is important for foreign language
teachers to know whether this method is useful. This method can help them. Semantic
learning techniques help students develop a deeper understanding of vocabulary.

However, analytical semantic learning techniques that can be applied to vocabulary
comprehension use concept maps(Indira et al., 2023; Pau & Pablo, 2023). Create a concept
map or diagram to visually display the relationship between words. Concept maps help
students understand the semantic relationship between vocabulary by allowing them to see
the relationship between words based on certain concepts or categories. In this way,
students can learn the necessary vocabulary in a short time(Agustina & Nur, 2018; Hoang,
2019).

Semantic method analysis strategies are rarely explained in class because English
material, especially vocabulary, is usually given directly without paying attention to the
application of the strategy. This causes students to memorize vocabulary without
understanding the differences between the two. This is different from the research approach
carried out by (Natsir, 2016), which aims to evaluate the effectiveness of semantic feature
analysis strategies to improve English vocabulary comprehension.

Based on the semantic learning analysis approach, the purpose of this study is to
explore how strategies can improve sixth semester students' English vocabulary
comprehension. By considering the semantic aspect, it is expected that students can easily
connect the meaning of vocabulary with the appropriate context, thereby improving their
overall language skills.

Methodology

In this research uses a qualitative method with a phenomenological approach to
explore the experiences of students. Data were collected through interviews and
participatory observation. According to (Creswell, 2013) Qualitative a research process that
seeks to understand social or human phenomena by creating a comprehensive and complex
picture that can be presented verbally, reporting detailed perspectives obtained from
information sources and carried out in the natural environment. This research is an
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exploratory case study, and the sample is selected using purposive sampling methods. In
qualitative research, purposive sampling is a technique employed to achieve specific
research objectives. There is no limitation on the number of respondents to create a
purposive sample, as long as the desired information can be obtained and generated.

The researcher conducted Participatory Observation at the Faculty of English
Education, University of Tangerang, semester 6. The researcher observed several class
sessions to see firsthand how semantic learning techniques were applied in the 6th semester
semantic learning class, then the researcher used semi-structured interviews to understand
students' experiences in learning vocabulary using semantic techniques.

Result and Discussion

In this chapter, researchers present research findings and discuss them using the
interview method.
No|  Questions [ Tmnsseripon
1 | How do students define semantics? | Students usually define semantics as the
branch of linguistics that studies
meaning in language. It includes the
analysis of how words, phrases, and
sentences are used to convey meaning.
Semantics also involves understanding
the relationship between linguistic signs
and what they represent in the real
world.

2 | What techniques does your lecturer | The technique used by lecturers is the
usually use to teach semantics? lecture method and students take turns
presenting. Activities given by lecturers
such as quizzes are given every week. In
this lecture method, the lecturer
explains important concepts, theories,
and information related to the semantics
course being taught. This provides the
necessary knowledge foundation for
students.

3 | What are the difficulties that | Students find it difficult to find new
students experience when learning | vocabulary in semantics learning.

about semantics? Vocabulary in semantics is often related
to abstract concepts such as meaning,
reference, and interpretation, which are
difficult to explain with concrete words
or easily understood objects. The

meaning of vocabulary in semantics is
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often complex and profound, not always
easily interpreted with everyday words.
Examples
"pragmatics”,
"referential behavior" require a deeper
and contextual understanding.

of vocabulary such as

"connotation”, or

How does your lecturer explain the
meaning of words that have more
than one meaning (polysemy)?

Students better understand the material
on polysemy (one word with multiple
meanings) because understanding
polysemy is important as it helps
students understand how words can be
used in different ways in everyday
language. It also shows the flexibility
complexity  of

and language in

conveying multiple meanings.

Do group discussions or common
work with classmates help you
understand semantic concepts?

Group discussions allow for different
views and interpretations of semantic
concepts to be presented by various
group members. This helps in
other students'
understanding as well of the various

broadening

perspectives on the meaning of words
and sentences.

Can learning semantics

improve students’ vocabulary?

help

Semantics really helps students explore
the meaning of words better. They learn
how words are interrelated, including
synonyms, antonyms, and connotations,
all of which expand their understanding
of word variation in language. In
semantic learning, students are also
involved in analyzing and applying
semantic concepts in real contexts such
as literature, media, or daily
This their

experience in using vocabulary more

conversations. enriches

precisely and efficiently.

Discussion

From the results of this study, it was found that students can add new vocabulary
through semantic learning with polysemy material. The first data was done by observation,
we took the population from English Education semester 6 and for the sample, 10 people
from class 6A2 were taken randomly. For the second data, we took data from interviews
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from 6 questions generated from the sample, which is before the researcher wants to know
the semantic learning techniques learned in semester 6 whether there are difficulties or vice
versa whether with semantic learning techniques can add new vocabulary to increase the
vocabulary of students in semester 6 of English education. With the first question conducted
interviews how students define semantics. researchers want to know the extent to which
6th semester students understand semantics. Students usually define semantics as a branch
of linguistics that studies meaning in language. This includes the analysis of how words,
phrases, and sentences are used to convey meaning. Semantics also involves understanding
the relationship between linguistic signs and what they represent in the real world and for
the next technique used by lecturers with the lecture method and students take turns
making presentations(Kosti¢ & Milenkovic, 2018). Activities provided by lecturers such as
quizzes given every week. In using this lecture method, the lecturer explains important
concepts, theories, and information related to the semantics course being taught. This
provides the necessary knowledge base for students and this makes it easier for students to
understand semantic concepts and theories.

From the interviews, it was found that the difficulty in learning semantics is finding
new vocabulary. From the results, students better understand the material about polysemy
(one word with various meanings). This study reveals that semantic learning techniques
have great potential to improve students' vocabulary understanding. However, its
application requires careful preparation and a deep understanding of students' needs. In
this study, techniques that link meaning and context can enrich vocabulary acquisition. The
challenges identified indicate the need for additional support for students to help them
integrate new vocabulary into daily use(Resnick, 2020; Sana & Strinati, 2022). Thus, this
approach not only enhances the theoretical understanding of vocabulary but also ensures
that vocabulary can be effectively applied in various language contexts. With lecturers
giving assignments to students, this helps students to better understand semantic concepts
with group discussions. allowing different views and interpretations of semantic concepts
to be presented by various group members.

This helps in broadening other students' understanding of different perspectives
on the meaning of words and sentences. And the researcher found out that semantic
learning can help improve vocabulary for 6th semester students of English education in
Tangerang muhammadiyah university. Semantics really helps students to explore the
meaning of words better. They learn how words are interrelated, including synonymes,
antonyms, and connotations, all of which expand their understanding of word variations in
language. In semantic learning, students are also involved in analyzing and applying
semantic concepts in real contexts such as literature, media, or daily conversations. This
enriches their experience in using vocabulary more precisely and efficiently(Liu et al., 2018;
Taheriyan et al., 2016). Semantic learning helps students to understand the meaning of
words more deeply, including how words can have various meanings depending on the
situation in which they are used. By doing so, students can identify and use words more
accurately and diversely. Through analyzing and applying semantic concepts in literary
texts, media, or everyday conversations, students can directly experience the use of

https://edu.pubmedia.id/index.php/jpbi



Pubmedia Jurnal Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris Vol: 1, No 4, 2024 60f 8

vocabulary in various relevant contexts. Semantics also builds students' critical ability to
analyze and evaluate the meaning of words, helping them choose the most appropriate and
effective words in their communication. Thus, learning semantics not only increases
students' vocabulary capacity, but also deepens their understanding of how words operate
in language with meaningful and effective meanings.

Conclusion

Analysis of semantic learning techniques in improving English vocabulary
comprehension of 6th semester students of University Muhammadiyah of Tangerang.
Based on the results of this study, it can be concluded that semantic learning has a significant
role in improving the understanding and use of vocabulary of 6th semester students of
English Education study program at Universitas Muhammadiyah Tangerang. This study
shows that through a semantic approach, students can better understand the meaning of
words in more depth, including variations in meaning that depend on the context in which
they are used. The teaching method involving lectures and alternating presentations by
students, as well as the implementation of weekly quizzes, proved effective in providing
the necessary knowledge base. However, the main challenge that students face is in
discovering and integrating new vocabulary in everyday use. Nonetheless, semantic
learning techniques, especially in learning polysemy (words with multiple meanings), were
successful in improving their understanding of the vocabulary.

The need to further support students in applying the vocabulary learned in practical
contexts, such as through group discussions and assignments from lecturers, shows the
importance of integration between semantic theory and its application in real life. This not
only deepens students' theoretical understanding of vocabulary, but also ensures that this
understanding can be effectively applied in various communication situations.Overall
semantic learning not only assists students in increasing their vocabulary capacity, but also
builds the analytical and critical skills necessary in understanding and using words more
precisely and effectively in English.
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