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Abstract: Preschool education plays a critical role in shaping a child’s future. It is during
these early years that children begin to develop key cognitive, emotional, and social skills
that lay the foundation for lifelong learning. As the global focus on early childhood
education grows, parents and educators alike are looking at which countries provide the
best preschool education. This article delves into the strengths and weaknesses of preschool
systems around the world, examining what makes them successful and which countries
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stand out for their excellence in early education. The results showed that an effective
preschool education model is characterized by child-centered pedagogy, play-based
methodology, high professional training of teachers, and quality monitoring. Adapting
international experience to the national system is an important scientific and practical
resource.
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Introduction

Preschool education is considered the initial and strategically important link in the
continuous education system (OECD, 2017). The quality of early childhood development
has a significant impact on later academic success. For this reason, in developed countries,
modernizing preschool education, strengthening quality monitoring, and improving
pedagogical approaches are regarded as priority directions.

Preschool is the first educational experience a child typically has. It is crucial
because it helps children to: develop social skills and learn how to interact with others; gain
a love for learning through play-based activities; begin building foundational skills in
language, mathematics, and problem-solving; improve emotional regulation and self-
awareness.

Methodology

Scientific research shows that the quality of early childhood education directly affects
later academic achievements, social adaptation, and personal development. For this reason,
in many developed countries, preschool education has become a priority area of state policy.

The experience of developed countries shows the following general trends:
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e popularization and expansion of preschool education coverage;

e quality monitoring and standardization;

e play-based and child-centered pedagogy;

e high requirements for teacher qualifications;

e development of a family partnership model;

e implementation of an assessment system based on early development indicators.

At the same time, the social and cultural environment and the governance system of
each country have contributed to the unique formation of the preschool education model.
In different countries, the preschool education system differs in terms of governance model,
curriculum, and methodological approach. A comparative study of these differences
provides an important scientific and practical basis for the development of the national
system. Several key factors contribute to the success of preschool education systems
worldwide.

These factors can help determine which countries excel in providing high-quality
early childhood education:

a. One of the most important factors in the success of preschool education is the quality
of teachers. In many top-performing countries, teachers undergo rigorous training to
ensure they have the skills and knowledge to foster a positive learning environment.
Preschool teachers need to be skilled in child development, classroom management,
and differentiated instruction, as children in preschool are at various developmental
stages.

b. The curriculum used in preschools plays a significant role in determining the
effectiveness of early childhood education. Some countries adopt play-based
curricula, while others focus on academic skills such as early literacy and numeracy.
Many top countries offer a balanced approach that blends these methods, allowing
children to engage in structured learning while still having ample opportunities for
creative play.

c. Countries that invest heavily in early childhood education tend to see better results.
This investment includes funding for quality preschool programs, ensuring that all
children have access to high-quality education, regardless of their socio-economic
background. Government funding also helps ensure that preschool education is
affordable for families.

The preschool education system in the United States is organized based on a
decentralized management model, with programs and standards varying by state. Public,
private, and non-governmental sector institutions operate in parallel.

Key features of the US model include: decentralized management; various
pedagogical programs (Montessori, Reggio Emilia, HighScope, and others); an approach
focused on individual development trajectories; emphasis on early literacy and
mathematical readiness; social protection programs (such as Head Start). The assessment
system is mainly carried out through development indicators and observation charts. Its
strength is methodological flexibility, while its limitation is the existence of quality
differences across regions.

Preschool education in China is strictly regulated by the state. Curricula and
methodological requirements are set at the national level. In recent years, there has been a
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policy of significantly expanding preschool education coverage. Key features of the Chinese
experience: unified national standards; education oriented towards discipline and group
activities; combination of play and structured activities; priority given to moral and social
education; mandatory professional development system for educators. In the Chinese
preschool education system, assessment is mainly conducted through pedagogical
observation and developmental indicators. The advantage of the model is its systematic
approach and control, while a drawback is the high academic workload in some regions.

The Singapore preschool education system is distinguished by high-quality control
and clear methodological guidelines. The national framework “Nurturing Early Learners”
serves as a methodological basis for all institutions. The main directions of the Singapore
model are: strict quality monitoring by the state; integrated development (speech, thinking,
socio-emotional); bilingual education model;, compulsory certification of teachers;
systematic cooperation with parents.

Result and Discussion

In the educational process, teaching based on play, inquiry, and problem-solving
situations is widely used. The advantage of this model is its stable quality indicators and
methodological clarity. Singapore has a highly structured preschool system that focuses on
preparing children for future academic success. Singaporean preschools are known for their
rigorous academic curriculum, which includes early literacy, numeracy, and problem-
solving skills. The country places a high value on early education as a means of giving
children a strong start in life. However, Singapore’s preschool system is not solely academic.
The curriculum also emphasizes social-emotional development, creativity, and physical
activity. Teachers are well-trained and held to high standards, ensuring that children receive
high-quality education from an early age. The government’s significant investment in early
childhood education ensures that preschool programs are widely accessible to all families.

In the United Kingdom, preschool education is organized based on the EYFS (Early
Years Foundation Stage) national standard. This standard covers all areas of child
development and sets out the criteria for assessment. Its main features are:

play-based learning is given priority; monitoring across 7 areas of development;
individual development charts; principles of inclusive education; quality control through
external inspection. In the educational process, the child's interest and initiative are central.
The documentation system is well-developed, and each child's development is dynamically
monitored.

The main goal of preschool education in Japan is to adapt the child to community
life and to develop independent action skills. The education model is closely linked to
cultural values. Key aspects of the Japanese experience:

* Activities based on group work and cooperation;
* Development of everyday life skills;

* Habits of self-service;

e Emphasis on moral and social education;

* Assessment conducted through observation.
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Social maturity is considered more important than academic preparation. This
model fosters discipline, responsibility, and teamwork in children. Japan has a unique
approach to preschool education, blending traditional values with innovative teaching
methods. Japanese preschools emphasize discipline, respect, and social responsibility.
Children are taught the importance of working together and taking responsibility for their
actions, which helps to build strong character and a sense of community. Japanese
preschools also incorporate academic learning, with children engaging in early literacy and
numeracy activities. However, the emphasis is always on building a strong moral
foundation and social skills. Preschool teachers in Japan are highly respected and receive
extensive training to ensure they provide the best possible education for young children.

Conclusion

The conclusion is that, each country has a unique approach to preschool education,
reflecting its cultural values, educational priorities and educational philosophies. The best
system for a child will depend on their individual needs and the values that parents and
educators place on education.

The best preschool education systems are those that provide a well-rounded,
nurturing environment where children can grow socially, emotionally, and academically.
Countries like Finland, Sweden, Denmark, Japan, and Singapore offer excellent models of
preschool education, each with its own strengths. Ultimately, the key to success in preschool
education lies in creating an environment where children feel safe, supported, and inspired
to learn. A great preschool system should offer more than just academic readiness—it
should prepare children for the challenges and opportunities they will encounter
throughout their lives. By investing in high-quality preschool education, we are not just
shaping the future of individual children, but the future of society as a whole.
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